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BOSTON REGION 


April was remarkably warm with rela- 
tively little precipitation. May was also 
very warm with plenty of rain; the wind 
was chiefly 
southwest. 
2 tt There were 


no cold 
waves, and 
no pro- 


longed 
cold east- 
erlies. The 
outstanding feature was the phenomenally 
early vegetation, which was 1-2 weeks 
ahead of normal by April 10, and 12 days 
ahead by May 1. Warblers reached their 
maximum after the oaks were in full leaf, 
instead of when they were in bloom. 

April was rather disappointing. Barring 
a few early individuals, migration did not 
keep pace with the advance of the plant 
world. Most April land-bird migrants 
came from the Se. States or the West In- 
dies up the coast, where spring was not 
phenomenally early. There were no 
“waves” or days when birds were notably 
abundant; they dribbled through gradu- 
ally, and individual counts of birds like 
Myrtle and Yellow Palm Warblers aver- 
aged very low. The duck migration was 
miserably poor and ended early. The 
April hawk flights were also poor and 
scattered. 

The summer resident which showed an 
outstanding increase in eastern Massachu- 
setts was the Mourning Dove. Reflecting 
very fine field work and patience was the 
discovery of three nests of the Saw-whet 
Owl, near Taunton, a region on the edge 
of the coastal plain, where few would have 
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dared predict that the species could rea- 
sonably be expected (Bent and Grice). 

There was a good flight of Red-throated 
Loons. There were at least 5 reports of 
Greater Snow Geese in small numbers. A 
Blue Goose was caught in a trap in Maine 
April 16 (Western & Eckstrum). A drake 
European Teal April 9 at Sterling 
(Crompton). 

The picture changed for the better in 
May. Thanks to the continued southwest 
wind, the coast enjoyed better birding than 
the Connecticut Valley. There were great 
waves on May 3, 4, 5 and again on 12, 13, 
14; a fair flight on the 2Ist and a final 
wave on the 24th. Outstanding was the 
fabulously early arrival of migrants from 
Central America in numbers. The Balti- 
more Oriole broke all records for three- 
quarters of a century in being abundant 
by May 4, whereas May 10-12 is average. 
The same was true of the great majority 
of the first group of May migrants. The 
first individuals of the remaining groups 
all arrived on astonishing dates. I found 
the Black-billed Cuckoo and Magnolia 
Warbler in northern Massachusetts on 
May 3, ahead of the Parula and Black- 
throated Blue Warblers (from the West 
Indies), instead of at least a week later. 
By May 14, all but 3 possible land birds 
had arrived in Massachusetts, and, barring 
stragglers, migration was practically over 
after the 24th. Most Warblers and all 
late May transients were particularly nu- 
merous, the Cape May and the Tennessee 
being exceptions. On May 12, 2 mem- 
bers of the H. O. C. found 138 species in 
Essex Co., and my party listed 140 on 
May 24th, both full 18 hour days, two of 
the largest lists ever made in New Eng- 
land. On 3 other days, part time, I ob- 
tained over 120 in the same territory, and 
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18 instead of 10-12 hours afield would 
have equalled these two lists. 

There were an astonishing number of 
rarities from the South: Prothonotary 
Warbler, Mt. Auburn, Cambridge, April 
30-May 4 (Davis, et al.); Cerulean Warb- 
ler, May 4-5, Mount Auburn (Kimball, 
Elkins, et al.); numerous records of Brew- 
ster’s and Blue-winged Warbler (north to 
Pittsfield and North Andover); at least 4 
Hooded Warblers, cent. and w. Mass.; 
Chat and White-eyed Vireo, Nahant, May 
12 (Griscom, et al.); Hooded, Kentucky, 
and 2 Worm-eating Warblers, Longmea- 
dow, May 14 (H. O. C.); Mourning 
Warbler, and Philadelphia Vireo, Forest 
Park, Springfield, May 14; Kentucky 
Warbler, Pepperall, May 14 (Richard 
Allyn); Worm-eating, Waltham, May 15 
(Alan Morgan). Strangely, I have heard 
of only 1 Gnatcatcher (Nahant, May 10, 
Curtis, et al.). A Wilson’s Phalarope at 
Newburyport May 13 (Curtis and Gris- 
com) is the third spring record for New 
England. There was a final spice of ad- 
venture in an exciting season for those 
who went to coastal points such as Nahant 
and Plum Island, to see who got arrested 
the most frequently as a suspicious char- 
acter. The writer won this competition 
hands down. 

As regards coastal or marine birds the 
month was disappointing. The shore-bird 
migration was very poor, and the spring 
flight of Sooty Shearwaters and Jaegers 
either never materialized or passed un- 
detected. Nevertheless Kraus & Winslow 
found a Wilson’s Plover and a sick Sabine’s 
Gull at Monomoy May 26. A Snowy 
Egret appeared at Hyannisport May 25 
and remained for some days (Dorothy 
Snyder, et al.). Yellow-crowned Night and 
Little Blue Herons back again at Marsh- 
field are presumed to be nesting.—LupLow 
Griscom, Museum of Comparative Zool- 
ogy, Cambridge, Mass. 


NEW YORK REGION 


The month of April was warm and dry 
with 360 degree-days against a normal of 
468, and temperature reaching a maximum 
of 87 on the last day of the month. Rain- 
fall was less than half of normal. May pre- 
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sented about the same conditions; degree 
days 82, against a normal of 139 and rain- 
fall showing a deficiency of 1.4 inches. A 
period of 5 
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from mean 
normal temperature of +55 degrees. This 
probably accounts for a pronounced wave 
of migrants on April 30 and the largest of 
the season on May 3 and 4. The latter in- 
cluded most of the late May species, such 
as Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Canada and 
Blackpoll Warblers, Gray-cheeked Thrush 
and others. After this, there seem to have 
been no apparent waves, the birds passing 
through in a steady flow. The records for 
‘Big Days’ held during the third week of 
May were remarkably small. 

Red-throated Loons were again reported 
inland; 2 on ‘Tuckahoe Reservoir from 
April 3 to 14 (Bull, Scutari, Young) and 
1 on Belmar Pond, April 12 (Brown). Oil 
seems to be taking a heavy toll of these 
birds. 

American and Snowy Egrets and Little 
Blue Herons were present on Long Island 
in May. Two Yellow-crowned Night Her- 
ons were reported at Massapequa, May 
24 (Grant, Nathan) and | at Orient, May 
13 (Latham). 

The main flight of ducks went through 
early but stragglers remained into the pres- 
ent period. One unusual record was a 
Snow Goose (probably Greater) at Oak- 
wood Beach, May | to 6 (Cleaves). 

No marked flight of Raptors has been 
reported, but a rather late flight of Broad- 
winged Hawks was noted on the Kitta- 
tinny Mountains (40 on May 2, Cant). 
Hufschmid states there is a marked increase 
in Turkey Vultures in Bergen County. 

The nest of a Clapper Rail with 4 eggs 
on April 19 and a Killdeer nest with a 
full clutch on April 12 at Baldwin (Mor- 
gan) indicate early nesting. Fifteen Black- 
bellied Plover at South Oyster Bay, April 
7 (Verity) is early for migrants. Eight 
nests of Piping Plover at Shinnecock Bay 


and Moriches, May 8 and May 14 (Wil- 
cox), and four nests at Baldwin on May 
12 (Morgan) were early, as were 4 nests 
of the Least Tern with 1 egg each at 
Baldwin on May 11 (Morgan) and 1 with 
2 eggs at Moriches, May 9 (Wilcox). 

A Yellow-billed Cuckoo, May 5 at Frank- 
lin Lake (Hufschmid) was several days 
before normally expected. A _ singing 
Mockingbird at Bronxville on May 7 
(Vlachos, Bull) is rather unusual. 

Each year we hear of new breeding loca- 
tions for the Prairie Horned Lark. On 
May 2 at Rye, Bull found a pair with 
young just able to fly, the first definite 
breeding record in Westchester County. 
Near Franklin Lake 2 birds have been 
seen many times since March, although 
no nest has been found (Hufschmid). 
This points to probable breeding in Ber- 
gen County. 

The flight of warblers was early, con- 
tinuous and with little evidence of waves. 
An unusual number of Mourning War- 
blers was reported. In Bergen County the 
Prairie Warbler is nesting in several lo- 
calities where it has not been reported 
previously as a breeder. 

The flock of 50 Evening Grosbeaks re- 
ported earlier at Somerville, N. J., re- 
mained until April 4 (Stearns, Greiner), 
and those at Eastport until April 15 
(Wilcox). The nest and young of a 
Purple Finch, a rare breeder in southern 
Westchester County, was found at Grassy 
Sprain on May 31 (Bull, Burdsall, Oboiko, 
Young). The White-crowned Sparrow, a 
rather rare transient, was reported more 
frequently than usual on Long Island and 
in northern New Jersey (Elliott, Huf- 
schmid, Latham and others). A British 
Goldfinch, first reported in middle April, 
has been seen regularly at Massapequa up 
to the end of this period. It sings regu- 
larly from the same tree but no female 
has been seen (Elliott)—CHARLEs K. 
NicHoLs, American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, N. Y. 


PHILADELPHIA REGION 


Weather conditions deviated little from 
normal except for very warm weather in 


late April. Leaves and flowers were out 


earlier than usu- 


Curneiseune al, interfering 
PHILA greatly with war- 

NS bler observa- 

MD tions. Ears 


rather than eyes 
Cape May detected their 
Dev) Atlantic] presence. The 
warbler migra- 
tion was disap- 
pointing, long drawn out with few marked 
waves. Late April brought small numbers, 
and the bulk passed through from May 10 
to May 15. Migration was characterized 
by very few records of Cape May and Bay- 
breasted Warblers and the constant pres- 
ence of Myrtle Warblers throughout. 

Snow Geese—Fortescue, N. J., April 4 
at dusk, flock after flock taking off for the 
north, 50 to 150 birds in a flock; April 5, 
flock of 150 over Beverly, N. J.; April 5, 
flock of 250 over Haddonfield, N. J. 
(Street, et al.) 

Wood Ducks—Reports show the breed- 
ing population has decreased from 50 to 
80 per cent over 1941. Reasons: open sea- 
son on Wood Ducks in 1941, and clean- 
ing out streams and cutting dead trees 
(Wood Duck nesting sites) along streams 
by WPA. This is a stream clearance, flood 
control idea in wide operation during the 
past four years. 

Evening Grosbeak—Numerous records 
up to the last week in April: 4, Point 
Pleasant, N. J., April 12 (J. and W. 
Wagoner); 10, Haddonfield, N. J., April 
26 (Regensburg, et al.). 

Hawks—Unusual numbers observed at 
various points. The highest number, 1500 
(various species), was reported by Con- 
way at West Chester, Pa. Wissahickon, 
Pa., April 19, Broad-winged Hawk 46, 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1, Cooper’s Hawk 2, 
Osprey 4, Sparrow Hawk 8 (Tracy); For- 
tescue, N. J., April 4, Sparrow Hawk 30 
(Street). 

Herons—Rookeries reported flourishing 
by Pough, who made a survey of southern 
New Jersey May 30 and 31. In a new 
colony on Seven Mile Beach, 2 Louisiana 
Herons, 30 Little Blue Herons and 60 
Night Herons were seen. Scattered re- 
ports of Snowy Egrets mostly from Cape 
May County indicate they are again breed- 
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ing there. The largest American Egret 
colony, Salem County, N. J., now contains 
about 150 breeding and roosting birds. 

On April 23 the familiar voices of 
Moore and McDonald over the phone told 
the writer that a strange winnowing note 
had been heard on the river marshes near 
Palmyra, N. J. A rail was suggested. The 
following night an ornithological meeting 
was held on the road beside the marsh. 
The mysterious note was heard again. “It 
must be a Rail! What else could it be?” 
Finally the usual thing happened, when 
folks are loitering around these days. An 
officer arrived and asked, “What are you 
doing here?” We answered politely, “We 
are ornithologists.” A blank look greeted 
us. “We are bird cranks.” A blanker look 
greeted us. “We are listening for Rails.” 
The blank look was gone. “I did not 
know they called at night.” “Listen!” 
The Officer listened. Then came the ex- 
plosion. “Rails!! Rails!!! That is a Jack- 
snipe!” A Jacksnipe it was, giving his 
spring aerial performance. Can anyone 
imagine a more humiliating experience 
than having the ‘village cop’ tell orni- 
thologists “What Bird Is That?” A can- 
vass of the members of the D. V. O. C. and 
the N. J. F. O. B. C. disclosed that only 2 
other observers had ever heard the win- 
nowing of the Snipe in New Jersey. Rob- 
ert Haines curiously enough had heard it 
at the very same place several years ago. 
J. Fletcher Street had heard it twice near 
Beverly, N. J. The Snipe continued his 
evening performance until May 4. 

Other records of interest: Corson’s In- 
let, N. J., May 30, Northern Phalarope, 1; 
Heislerville, N. J., May 31, Northern 
Phalarope, 2 (Pough); Phila., Pa., April 
30, Lincoln Sparrow, 1 “Seen in my back 
yard” (Coman); Haddonfield, N. J., April 
5, Yellow-throat, singing, 1; Choptank 
River, Md., May 10, Pine Siskin, 10; Hol- 
gate, N. J., May 17, White-rumped Sand- 
piper, 3 (E. Y. and Q. Kramer); Mar- 
shalltown, N. J., April 3, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 1 (J. and W. Wagoner); 
Princeton, N. J., May 27, Mourning War- 
bler, 1 singing (Rogers); Fortescue, N. J., 
April 4, Short-eared Owl, 2, going through 
mating antics (Street); Eastern Shore 
Delaware and Maryland, May 9 and 10, 
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144 species—Swainson’s Warbler. Blue 
Grosbeak and Glossy Ibis (J. Cadbury).— 
Junttan K. Potrer, 437 Park Ave., Col- 
lingswood, N. J. 


CAROLINA REGION 


Temperature about normal; precipita- 
tion much below especially along the 
coast. 

Inland 
Section. 
An avian 
catastro- 
phe oc- 
curred 
about 4 
nine A.M.May 
15, when 
dead and 
dying Northern Yellow-throats ‘rained’ 
out of the sky: 500-1000 fell at Pageland; 
35 miles east at Cheraw ‘hundreds’ were 
picked up; 45 miles south at Bishopville 
500 were counted. Investigation of tiese 
migrants precludes poisoning, and appar- 
ently they were enveloped in an area of 
changing wind and cold air, becoming 
chilled till they could fly no longer. Sum- 
merville, S. C. (Swope): Chuck-will’s- 
widow, April 1; White-eyed Vireo, 4th; 
Red-eyed, 6th; Yellow-throated Vireo, 
1lth; Summer Tanager, 13th; White- 
crowned Sparrow stayed April 21-24; Rob- 
ins nesiing on May 6th (far south for 
them); a scarcity of warblers with no new 
species noted since March. 

In N. C., Statesville (Anderson) and 
Chapel ill (Odum) report Purple 
Finches abundant; the latter place had 
many Siskins up to April 20, also a heavy 
wave of migrant warblers May 3, 10, 11. 
First Orchard Oriole, Washington (Biggs) 
April 21. Noteworthy records: Statesville, 
Cerulean Warbler, April 23, May 7, 15; 
also Cedar Waxwing’s nest and Henslow’s 
Sparrow, May 31; Philadelphia Vireo, 
Mayodan, May 7; Warbling Vireo, May 
9, Greensboro (Driver); Raleigh, Blue- 
headed Vireo (nest), April 19 (Collie); 
first breeding Loggerhead Shrike, young 
in nest, April 27; Henderson (Hunter), 
Hooded Warblers abundant late April, 
and a White-throated Sparrow until close 


of period. Baltimore Orioles were noted 
at Statesville April 28, Chapel Hill, 3rd, 
and Greensboro, 9th. Last Black-polls, 
Raleigh, May 24. 

Mountain Section. Tryon (Holmes), 
more Wood Thrushes than last year and 
peak of migration of birds wintering in 
Central and South America, April 30, with 
Blue Grosbeak, Baltimore Oriole, Black- 
burnian Warbler and a number of other 
species. Arden (Grinnell), notes an un- 
usual number of Purple Finches, a flock 
of 200 on April 14, and more Wood 
Ihrushes than Whip-poor-will, 
April 8; Least Flycatcher, April 15; best 
warbler days April 30 and May | (twenty 
species seen, including Cerulean and Cape 
May). A White-crowned Sparrow on April 
14; White-throat till end of period. 

Coastal Section. Shorebird migration 
about normal but spread over long period 
with no peak concentrations: typical is 
Curlew (scarce as in past few years), Back 
Bay, April 25 (Bailey), and still migrating, 
Cape Romain, June 10 (DuPree). Goodly 
numbers of Willet, Turnstones, Dowitch- 
ers, Knots, Black-bellied Plover, and Sand- 
pipers—Least, Semipalmated, and Red- 
backed. Nesting birds at Romain, including 
Pelican and Oyster-catcher, 2 to 3 weeks 
later than usual. Seven Black-necked 
Stilts arrived May 19 and still ‘present’ 
June 10. At Pea Island (Walker), Terns 
were noted in about usual numbers, in- 
cluding Least, Common, Royal, and Gull- 
billed; no Black Terns as were noted last 
year. First young ducks were Blacks at 
Pea I., May 18; Blue-winged Teal and 
Gadwall nesting; Romain had several spe- 
cies late by a week or two, Black Duck 
May 22: 8 Baldpate and 2 Lesser Scaup 
May 27; Coot, May 19. Both species of 
Loons have suffered heavily from oil all 
along the coast; Back Bay (Bailey), esti- 
mated 400 along refuge. An American 
Scoter at Charleston (Chamberlain), May 
28, newly feathered except for ‘tail and 
primaries’ of one wing, may also have been 
delayed by oil. 

Land birds arrived about as_ usual: 
Swifts at Charleston April 2; Hooded 
Warbler 3rd; Kingbird and Summer Tan- 
ager, 10th; Crested Flycatcher, 18th; Black- 
throated Blue Warbler, 25th. Late was 


usual; 


Chuck-will’s-widow, April 4. Bobolink, 
May 9, was 3 weeks late. Nighthawk was 
scarce, observed first at Charleston April 
15 and Pea I. May 12. Unusual coastal 
records for South Carolina: Blue-winged 
Warbler (rare), Summerville, April 18 
(Bischoff); Columbia, April 19 (Mrs. 
Charles). A new (sight) record for the 
State is a pair of Lawrence’s Warblers 
near Georgetown, April 27 (S. B. Cray- 
ton). 

Norfolk (Mrs. Reed); Tree Swallows 
rare this year (usually common); Black- 
throated Green Warblers noted often in 
April, first time in six years observation; 
second record for Baltimore Oriole, May 
2; most species slightly later than normal. 
—C. S. Brimvey, 515 Washington St., and 
Joun H. Grey, JR., 2778 Vanderbilt Ave., 
Raleigh, N. C. 


PENSACOLA (FLA.) REGION 


Slightly below normal in temperature, 
the present period brought subnormal 
rainfall until, on May 13-15, heavy showers 
more than made 


Pensacola region 


up the deficiency. 
Florida — v 


Upland ponds, 
still carrying water 
from the preced- 
ing period, were 
replenished and 
continued to be 
attractive to bird 
life. 

Two distinct 


_— 


Gulf va Mexico 


‘waves’ were con- 
spicuous above the general level of migra- 
tion. The first, on April 11-12, was char- 
acterized by the abundance of Orchard 
Orioles, Red-eyed and White-eyed Vireos, 
and Hooded Warblers, all of which made 
their first apearance in the preceding pe- 
riod. ‘Flocks’ of Orioles—15 or 20 birds 
at a time—presented an unusual spectacle. 
In the second ‘wave’, on April 26, Red- 
eyed Vireos and Catbirds were the only 
abundant species, but the movement was 
characterized by an unusual number of 
rare species—Blue and Rose-breasted Gros- 
beaks and Indigo Buntings (all of which 
had appeared before) and the only Painted 
Bunting, Scarlet Tanager, and Black-poll 
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Warbler of the whole season. In fact, the 
Black-poll was one of the very few I have 
ever seen in this region. 

A Semipalmated Sandpiper, on April 
11, was the earliest I have ever known; 
and Nighthawk (P. A. D. Hollom) and 
Northern Water Thrush, April 5, equalled 
their previous earliest arrival dates. Other 
arrivals include: Barn Swallow, April 8 
(A. Sheppard); Indigo Bunting (Mrs. 
A. L. Whigham), Semipalmated Plover, 
and Prairie Warbler, April 11; Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo, Yellow Warbler, and 
Black-throated Green Warbler, April 12, 
Spotted Sandpiper, April 16; Acadian 
Flycatcher, April 19; Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak, April 21 (Mrs. Whigham); Least 
Tern, April 22 (Hollom); Blue Grosbeak 
and Tennessee Warbler, April 23 (both 
rare, reported by Sheppard); Hudsonian 
Curlew (very rare) and Cabot’s Tern, 
April 26; Mississippi Kite and Swainson’s 
Warbler, May 3 (Sheppard, Kahn, Miss L. 
Pate); Stilt Sandpiper (very rare), May 4; 
Purple Gallinule, May 6; and Knot (very 
rare), May 16 (Kahn). 

A Catbird on May 21 (Mrs. Whigham) 
was the latest ever recorded in this region. 
Other departure dates are: Hermit Thrush, 
April 5, Wilson’s Snipe and Pectoral 
Sandpiper, 11th; Blue-headed Vireo, 12th; 
House Wren and Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
16th (Mrs. Whigham); Purple Finch 
(Mrs. Whigham), Palm Warbler (Shep- 
pard), Orange-crowned Warbler, and 
Swamp Sparrow, 19th; Goldfinch, 23rd 
(Mrs. Whigham); Worm-eating Warbler 
(very rare), 26th; Myrtle Warbler, 29th 
(Mrs. Whigham); Loon and Blue-winged 
Teal, May 3 (Sheppard, Kahn, Miss L. 
Pate); White-throated Sparrow, May 7 
(Mrs. Whigham); Double-crested Cor- 
morant, Red-breasted Merganser, Lesser 
Yellow-legs, and Yellow Warbler, 10th; 
Solitary Sandpiper, 16th; Lesser Scaup, 
Semipalmated Plover, Ruddy Turnstone 
(rare in spring), Spotted, Least, and Semi- 
palmated Sandpipers, and Sanderling, 
24th; and Cedar Waxwing, 26th (Mrs. 
Whigham). A single Robin, apparently 
uninjured, reported by Mrs. Whigham on 
May 31, was a late straggler (usually de- 
parts by end of March). 

A Least Tern’s nest with full set of eggs 
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(May 16) was early, though I have known 
earlier. A Loggerhead Shrike, seen incu- 
bating the same day, was almost certainly 
on its second nest since this species regu- 
larly rears its first brood early in April. 

A song, unusual this far south, was that 
of the Palm Warbler of April 19, reported 
above as a departing migrant.—FRrancis M. 
Weston, 2006 E. Jordan St., Pensacola, 
Fla. 


OHIO REGION 


The month of April was among the 
warmest on record, due in large part to 
the extraordinarily high temperatures dur- 
ing the last week 
with daily mean 
temperatures as 
much as 15 de- 
grees above nor- 
mal. May also 
was warm, but 
departures above 

ree js a normal were less 

extreme and 
more nearly bal- 
anced by cool 
periods. Rainfall for the period was not 
far from normal but not evenly distrib- 
uted; the latter half of April was very dry. 

Abundance of data from many stations 
permits only limited generalization. One 
point on which observers are in complete 
agreement is that the migration was rather 
dull, producing neither rarities nor large 
concentrations. There was a well-marked 
movement in early April and a less well- 
defined one about the middle of the 
month. The abnormally hot weather of 
late April and early May was accompanied 
by many record-breaking dates but there 
is a striking lack of agreement between 
stations as to species which arrived early. 
An exception is the Canada Warbler 
which was first recorded on May 2 at 
Toledo (Campbell) and Columbus 
(Barry), on May 3 at Newark (Claugus), 
and on May 5 at Put-in-Bay. On some of 
these warm days migrants were astonish- 
ingly scarce, and certain species never 
attained more than a fraction of their 
normal numbers. Migrants were more 
conspicuous during the cooler weather in 


the second week of May, while the latter 
half of the month produced few good 
days. On May 16, Claugus, working in 
the vicinity of Newark, and at Buckeye 
Lake, found 148 species of birds; the com- 
bined lists of several parties of Toledo 
observers for May 16-17 in the Lakeside 
area totaled 145. 

It is a pleasure to chronicle additional 
spring records for the American Egret; 
near Cleveland, May 3 (Morse); Toledo, 
May 2 (Campbell); and West Sister Island, 
May 30 (Campbell). Near Leetonia two 
Blue Geese decoyed to a flock of domestic 
ducks about April 10 and remained until 
May 10 (Stewart). 

Hawk flights were the feature at Put-in- 
Bay. The largest occurred on April 28 
when Broad-wings were by far the com- 
monest species (more than 500). Other 
species included Red-tailed, Cooper’s and 
Sharp-shinned Hawks, and Osprey. There 
were several smaller flights, also dominated 
by Broad-wings, in early May, and on May 
17 a flight of moderate proportions in 
which Red-shouldered Hawks (with an 
estimated total of 147) far surpassed any 
other species. 

Among the shorebirds the earlier species 
were scarce, due perhaps to dry weather 
and absence of rain pools. The later shore- 
birds were more numerous but there were 
few notable records. Barry found 2 Red- 
backed Sandpipers near Columbus on May 
19, and Claugus reported 6 Black-bellied 
Plover near Buckeye Lake on May 16. 
Near Toledo, Campbell records the Hud- 
sonian Curlew and Knot on May 24. 
Northern gulls lingered rather late along 
Lake Erie, the Glaucous Gull until April 
18 at Toledo (Mayfield), and the Black- 
backed Gull until April 24 at Put-in-Bay. 

A pair of Saw-whet Owls nested near 
Youngstown in a cavity used by Pileated 
Woodpeckers in 1941. Young owls were 
heard on April 30, and seen on several 
later dates by a number of observers (Mel- 
linger). Two nests of the Long-eared Owl 
were found by Mr. Laurel Van Camp: the 
first, in Sandusky County contained 5 
young on April 23, and the second, near 
Little Cedar Point, in Lucas County, 6 
young on May 9. 

The influx of Black-capped Chickadees 


into northern Ohio last tall seems to have 
passed without increasing the breeding 
population. At Salem, Baker found Chick- 
adees ‘“‘no more numerous than last year,” 
and this agrees with Campbell in the 
Toledo area. Since the Dickcissel seems to 
be scarce this year a record well east of its 
usual breeding range is noteworthy: a sing- 
ing male seen May 14-17 near Ashland 
(Kahl). 

Among the rarer migrants were the fol- 
lowing: Philadelphia Vireo, Teegarden, 
May 9 (Baker); White-eyed Vireo, Put-in- 
Bay, May 4-5 (Walker); Brewer's Black- 
bird, Reno Beach near Toledo, April 12 
(Stophlet and Mayfield); Connecticut 
Warbler, at Youngstown, May 17 (Stew- 
art), and at Ashland, May 24-30 (Kahl). 
—C. F. Wacker, Stone Laboratory, Put-in- 
Bay, Ohio. 


CHICAGO REGION 


Another warm April and 3 hot spells 
in May brought the migration early again 
this year, but loons, grebes, herons and 

ducks followed 


their normal 
schedule. These 
included a few 
Gadwalls, Red- 
heads and 
quite a num- 
ber of Ruddy 
Ducks. A Broad- 
winged Hawk 
in LaGrange 


(Springer) is 
only the third reported in 2 years. Os- 
preys were seen at Naperville and Kanka- 
kee by Erffmeyer and Rossman. Several 
European Partridge at Naperville (Erff- 
meyer) denote an increase of the bird 
there. Grow saw 5 Sandhill Cranes at the 
Indiana Dunes April 5, and April 12 a 
flock of 57 were observed flying east. 
Shorebirds came in greater numbers and 
variety this year than last, Upland Plover 
and Ruddy Turnstones being particularly 
abundant. One Willet was seen in Lin- 
coln Park by Dreuth, who, on several occa- 
sions, reported seeing a European Little 
Gull off Montrose Harbor, which would 
be a most interesting record. Empidonax 
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Flycatchers arrived 6 weeks early. Follow- 
ing is a table of early arrivals: 


1942 Normal 
Arrivals Arrival Dates 
Chimney Swift* April 16 April 29 
Hummingbird* April 15 May 10 
Kingbird* April 29 ay 8 
Pewee April 12 May 11 
Olive-sided Flycatcher ay 3 May 16 
Rough-winged Swallow April 19 May 5 
Barn Swallow April 10 April 24 
Purple Martin* April 4 April 15 
House Wren April 19 April 24 
Catbird April 29 May 3 
Brown Thrasher April 7 April 20 
Olive-backed Thrush April 24 May 2 
Grey-cheeked Thrush April 28 May 8 
Yellow-throated Vireo April 25 May 12 
Blue-headed Vireo April 29 May 12 
Golden-winged Warbler* May 2 May 12 
Blue winged Warbler* May 2 May 12 
Tennessee Warbler April 29 May 10 
Orange-crowned Warbler* April 24 May 6 
Nashville Warbler April 24 May 6 
Parula Warbler April 26 May 7 
Yellow Warbler April 24 May 3 
Magnolia Warbler April 26 May 6 
Myrtle Warbler* April 6 April 12 
Black-throated Green 
Warbler April 26 May 4 
Bay-breasted Warbler April 30 May 8 
Black-poll Warbler May 5 May 14 
Connecticut Warbler May 9 May 15 
Oven-bird* April 28 May 4 
Mourning Warbler* May 9 May 16 
Northern Yellow-throat April 25 May 
Chat* May 2 May 16 
Bobolink* April 30 May 5 
Scarlet Tanager April 30 May 6 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak April 29 May 6 
Indigo Bunting April 29 May 8 
Henslow’s Sparrow April 6 April 24 


*Denotes more than one. 


Dreuth saw a Northern Horned Lark in 
Lincoln Park May 29, over a month after 
the previous latest record. Other birds sel- 
dom or rarely seen are 2 Bewick’s Wrens, 
Kankakee, April 29 (Rossman); Willow 
Thrush, Oakwood Cemetery, April 29 
(Baldwin), and Lincoln Park, May 24 
(Dreuth); 8 Pipits, Orland, April 4, (Bald- 
win); White-eyed Vireo, Oakwood Ceme- 
tery, April 29, extremely early record 
(Baldwin); Cerulean Warbler, Lincoln 
Park, May 25 (Dreuth); Worm-eating 
Warbler, Lisle, April 29 (Springer), ob- 
served for some time at very close range, 
so that there could be no doubt about the 
identification. —Two Lawrence’s Warblers 
were observed daily from May 25 to June 
15 by Mrs. George Engstrom in the Des 
Plaines River woods west of Deerfield, 
where one was seen last year. Both birds 
were singing. No Prothonotary, Pine, or 
Prairie Warblers were reported. The Blue 
Grosbeak returned to Danville April 17, 
where Lilly saw it, and one was seen in 
Oak Park, May 19 (C. W. Seabury). One 
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Dickcissel, Kankakee, April 29 (Rossman); 
one Lecon’‘e’s Sparrow, Danville, April 17, 
(Lilly); a Harris’s Sparrow, May 12, 5 Clay- 
colored Sparrows, May 12, 13 and 15, and 
a Golden-crowned Sparrow April 29, were 
all seen in Lincoln Park by Dreuth, who 
had ample opportunity to observe the 
golden crown. Eight Lapland Longspurs, 
Naperville, April 1 (Erffmeyer); 50 more, 
Orland, April 4 (Baldwin); and 1 each 
April 30 and May 9, Lincoln Park 
(Dreuth), complete the Chicago regional 
records.—ELLEN THORNE SMITH, 370 On- 
wentsia Rd., Lake Forest, Ill. 


MISSOURI REGION 


Temperatures were about normal dur- 
ing April with an excess of precipitation. 
Precipitation during May was slightly be- 

low normal. 


Temperatures 
were much be- 
low normal the 
first three 
weeks of the 
month, with a 
warm wave at 
the end. Dull, 
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cloudy weather 
prevailed over most of the region for the 
2-month period and water levels in most 
of the marshy areas remained high, due to 
accumulated moisture and overflow from 
the Missouri River. 

Migrating waterfowl thinned out during 
April. Flocks of about 1200 Geese—Can- 
ada, Lesser Snow, Blue and White-fronted 
were at Squaw Creek, April 3 and 4, and 
small flocks of the first three remained at 
the Swan Lake Preserve near Sumner un- 
til April 20. About 4000 ducks of 12 
species were seen on the marshes of nw. 
Missouri, April 3, and 4, and numbers of 
Shovellers, Mallards, Baldpates, Gadwalls, 
Ringnecks and Lesser Scaups lingered into 
May. At the close of the month only Wood 
Ducks and Blue-winged Teal (probably 
breeders) remained. 

In spite of improved conditions on the 
lakes and marshes, other water birds have 
not been common. Small flocks of White 
Pelicans were seen at St. Louis March 30, 
and at Sugar Lake as late as May 16. 


Double-crested Cormorants were first re- 
ported March 15 and the last (flock of 16) 
at Big Lake, Holt County, May 9. An 
American Egret was seen at Bean Lake 
April 19, and small flocks on the St. 
Charles County marshes during the first 
week of May. All other herons have been 
in less than usual numbers. Reports of 
rails and gallinules have been very few. 
Migrating terns have not been numerous, 
and an intensive search of the Platte Coun- 
ty marshes failed to produce a Marsh 
Wren of either species. 

High water has not been favorable for 
shorebirds and most observations have 
been made at roadside pools or in flooded 
fields. Both species of Yellow-legs and the 
Pectoral were present in normal numbers 
during April and early May but most of 
the uncommon shorebirds were not seen 
at all. About 50 Golden Plover were found 
near Beverly Lake April 19, and the 
Dowitcher at the same location May 9. 
One Stilt Sandpiper was seen near Weston, 
Platte Co., May 2, and 5 more were picked 
out of a mixed flock of about 1000 Lesser 
Yellow-legs, Pectoral and Least Sandpipers 
and Semipalmated Plovers at pools in a 
field near Squaw Creek, May 9. St. Louis 
observers reported the Red-backed and 
White-rumped Sandpipers and Dowitcher 
May 16, and state that the Upland Plover 
was common in St. Charles County during 
April. The rather rare Sanderling and 
Dowitcher were seen at Lake Springfield, 
Ill.. on May 16 (O’Brien). There have 
been no reports of the Wilson’s Phalarope 
(usually common in western part of 
region). 

The Warblers came in with a rush the 
last few days of April and during the first 
week of May, but in the cool wet weather 
that followed they were below normal in 
numbers in the western part of the state. 
J. E. Comfort reported the Worm-eating, 
Golden-winged, Bay-breasted and Chest- 
nut-sided Warblers as common at St. 
Louis, and the Blackburnian and Cape 
May as scarce. At Kansas City, only the 
Tennessee, Nashville and Yellow Warblers 
were common. The only rarities were the 
Golden-winged, seen at Quivera May 3, 
and the Connecticut in Swope Park May 
17, 18 and 24. Hedges reports Prairie 


Warblers have returned to Lake Quivera 
where they were first found in 1941, and 
at least 12 singing males were distributed 
over the area. Bewick’s Wrens and Poor- 
Wills, first found there during the nesting 
season last year, have returned in reduced 
numbers. 

Among the unusual finds have been 
nesting Coots at Beverly Lake—3 nests 
May 16 and 30 (Coles, Spotswood and 
Cunningham); the Pigeon Hawk was seen 
at Springfield, April 26 (Miller), and at 
Kansas City, April 11 (Hartford and Cun- 
ningham); and the Purple Gallinule at 
Alton, Ill., the first week of May (Com- 
fort).—J. W. CUNNINGHAM, 4425 Main St., 
Kansas City, Mo. 


MINNESOTA REGION 

April, after a cold spell the first week 
and a heavy fall of snow on the 6th and 
7th, was a dry, warm month with almost 
no rain until the 


| 7 final days, when a 
ites. heavy downpour 
innesota brought the 
month’s average to 
nearly normal 
(2.12in.) The rains 
of late April and 
the high tempera- 
tures (over 80° 
frequently) pushed 
vegetation ahead, 
and the month 
closed with trees and flowers like mid- 
May. Pasque flowers, bloodroot, and 
hepatica were in bloom April 15th; apple 
trees on the 27th and lilacs May Ist. 

In contrast, May was a cool (almost 
cold), wet, stormy month, culminating on 
the 29th in a record-breaking rain, hail, 
and wind storm that did vast damage 
throughout the state. Over 7 inches of 
rain fell in 30 hours in Minneapolis. Min- 
nehaha Creek and famous Minnehaha 
Falls came to life after years of absence. 
Such storms must destroy a great number 
of nests and young birds. There was frost 
in the nw. part of the state on May 5th, 
snow in s. Minnesota on the 6th, and a 
killing frost at Duluth on the 19th. The 
year’s rainfall is now 3.57 inches above 
normal. 


MINNECAPOUS 
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The Blue and Snow Goose flight through 
w. Minnesota began early in April. The 
usual tens of thousands passed by (Martin 
K. Bovey, F. L. Jaques, and W. J. Breck- 
enridge). There were also a few Canada 
and White-fronted Geese, Swans (200), 
Pelicans (200), Marbled (6), and Hud- 
sonian Godwits (2). Pintails much ex- 
ceeded the other ducks (est. 10,000). 

Many early migrants came ahead of 
schedule but the far-traveling species 
arrived as usual in mid-May. In a letter, 
Mr. Swedenborg of Minneapolis, reviewed 
the season as follows: 

“During April there were no waves, but 
individuals of many species came through 
and by the end of the month we had seen 
113 species, as many as we have ever seen 
so early. The first week of May was cold 
and bird life disappointing. On the 9th 
a minor wave appeared and warblers be- 
came quite numerous. Then, on the 14th, 
the skies opened up and brought the 
greatest number of birds it has ever been 
my pleasure to witness. In 2 hours at Lake 
Harriet Bridle Path in.late afternoon, I 
saw 24 species of warblers. It was impos- 
sible to estimate the number of birds 
about. Veeries, Oven-birds, Magnolia 
Warblers were everywhere. Until the 20th 
birds were numerous and we saw at least 
20 species of warblers each day. They 
then disappeared almost completely and 
on the 2Ist, we saw only 5 migrating 
species and conditions were almost like 
summer.” This same great wave was noted 
elsewhere in se. Minnesota and farther 
west. Mrs. C. E. Peterson of Madison near 
the Dakota boundary writes: “The night 
of May 12 a myriad of birds passed over 
calling continually from 11:00 P. M. to 
1:30 A. M. The atmospheric ceiling was 
very low. A heavy rain and wind came 
on later. On the 13th there were many 
migrants about.” 

A Hooded Warbler was seen by Mrs. 
Frances S. Davidson at the Lake Harriet 
Bridle Path the morning of May 17. It 
remained all day and was later seen by 
Mr. Swedenborg. Previous reports in Min- 
nesota have not been considered trust- 
worthy. On May 30, Mr. Swedenborg saw 
a Prothonotary Warbler in the same place 
—a species rarely encountered here. 
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Keports from all parts of the state agree 
that the shorebird migration was much 
below normal. The cause may have been 
the overflowing lakes, rivers and sloughs— 
no beaches or flats. 

Arrival dates culled chiefly from lists of 
Mr. Swedenborg, Brother Hubert, and the 
bird class records follow: 


April 3, Loon, Cowbird; 4th, Phoebe, 
White-throated and Vesper Sparrows; 5th 
Pied-billed Grebe; 11th, Hermit Thrush, 
Tree Swallow; 12th, Myrtle Warbler; 
13th, Yellow-headed Blackbird, American 
Bittern; 14th, Chipping Sparrow; 15th, 
Towhee; 17th, Field Sparrow; 18th, Pine 
and Palm Warblers (Swanson) ; 19th, 
Ruddy Duck; 22nd, Barn Swallow; 23rd, 
Horned Grebe, Brown Thrasher (nest 
finished May 4th); 25th both Water 
Thrushes, Chimney Swift, Florida Gal- 
linule; 26th, Sora, Black Tern; 28th, Least 
Flycatcher; 29th, Yellow-throated and 
Blue-headed Vireos, Olive-backed and 
Gray-cheeked Thrushes, Black and White 
Warbler; 30th, Baltimore Oriole, Yellow 
Warbler; May 2, Bobolink, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak; 3rd, Oven-bird; 6th, Kingbird, 
Wood Thrush; 9th, Nighthawk, Wood 
Pewee, Catbird, Warbling Vireo, Harris’s 
Sparrow; 10th, Scarlet Tanager, Indigo 
Bunting; 13th, Red-eyed and Philadelphia 
Vireos, 14th, Yellow-billed Cuckoo. 

Other records: Chukar Partridge (pair), 
Lincoln County, April (Vernon Peder- 
son) also a pair near Duluth, June 7th 
(Lakela); large flock of Bohemian Wax- 
wings, Minneapolis, April 8; 2 White- 
winged Scoters, Fort Snelling, April 4 
(Brother Hubert); Tufted Titmouse, Eden 
Prairie near Minneapolis, April 19 (Swe- 
denborg); 10 Ruddy Ducks in nuptial dis- 
play near Mountain Lake, Cottonwood 
County, April 19 (Miss Ethel Janssen). 

Mrs. C. E. Peterson of Madison, Lac qui 
Parle County, reports a flock of 37 Swans, 
April 5 (arrived March 29); Gambel’s 
Sparrow, April 28; 2 Buff-breasted Sand- 
pipers, May 15; Yellow-breasted Chat, May 
25; and flocks of Golden Plover, May 
6, 15, and 17.THomas S. Roserts, Direc- 
tor, Minnesota Museum of Natural His- 
tory, University of Minnesota, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 
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NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS 
REGION 


The weather during April and May 
was very windy, with much cold cloudy 
weather. Rainfall probably averaged 
slightly above 
normal. Wat- 
er conditions 
are excellent, 
with great 
numbers of 
sloughs, pot- 
holes,and 
lakes in bet- 
ter condition than for many years. Com- 
mon Loons, Des Lacs, April 17 (Lawson) 
and Lower Souris April 20. A splendid 
grebe population, with a spectacular in- 
crease in Western Grebes on Lower 
Souris. Double-crested Cormorants in- 
creased sharply in many areas; at least 
400 nests on the Sand Lake Refuge (Beed). 
Least Bittern, May 14 at Brookings (Van 
Epps). Whistling Swans on Upper Souris 
showed a “decided increase” (Dart), and 
on Sand Lake “were present in larger 
numbers than usual.” In general, the 
waterfowl flight was very good, and this 
should be the best production year since 
the pre-drought years. On April 12, 13, 
14, and 15 there was a very heavy flight 
of waterfowl through Lower Souris, one 
of the best we have ever witnessed. A 
Canvas-back nest with seven eggs was found 
May 2 on Lower Souris. Red-breasted 
Mergansers, Des Lacs, April 18 (Lawson); 
An Osprey on Des Lacs May 1 and May 5 
(Hotchkiss, Lawson); 10,000 migrating 
Sandhill Cranes noted passing over Upper 
Souris Refuge headquarters, April 12 
(Dart). Golden Plovers have shown a fair 
increase in some localities and Upland 
Plovers are in better numbers than for 
many years. A Hudsonian Curlew was 
closely observed on Lower Souris, for sev- 
eral days, beginning May 7 (Hammond, 
Henry). We had the opportunity to study 
it closely with binoculars. As far as is 
known, this is a new state record. 

Beed has reported that the rise in 
water-levels at Sand Lake has reduced the 
great nesting colonies of Franklin’s Gulls. 
Vast numbers of Franklin’s Gulls are nest- 
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ing on the Long Lake Refuge near Bis- 
marck and on the Lower Souris Refuge. 
A Snowy Owl, April 12, Lower Souris. 

Crested Flycatchers were observed in 
Fargo (Stevens), and were almost common 
in parts of the Turtle Mountains (Dart, 
Henry). A Mockingbird was identified at 
Waubay Refuge headquarters, May 24 
(Ambrosen). Hermit Thrushes were none 
too common, but Olive-backed and Grey- 
cheeked unusually abundant. An excep- 
tionally heavy flight of Cedar Waxwings 
on Lower Souris May 30 and 31. More 
reports of Starlings nesting as far west as 
Des Lacs. A Blue-headed Vireo collected 
in Turtle Mountains, May 18 (Dart, 
Henry); another observed in Fargo, May 
10 (Stevens). Yellow-throated Vireos re- 
ported from Brookings (Van Epps), and 
Fargo, where they nest (Stevens). The 
Warbler flight was about average, in some 
sections disappointing, in others excep- 
tionally good. The outstanding record 
was a Hooded Warbler on Des Lacs, June 
1 (Hotchkiss). The observer, a biologist 
from Washington, D. C., where this bird is 
abundant, knows it well both by sight and 
song. This is a new state record. Cape 
May, Chestnut-sided, and Bay-breasted 
Warblers, Turtle Mountains, May 22 
(Dart, Henry). A Cape May Warbler, 
Fargo, May 22 (Stevens). Blackburnian 
Warbler, Tower City, May 21 (Preston). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, Brookings, May 
14 (Van Epps), and Fargo May 21 (Ste- 
vens). The only Chat observed was at Des 
Lacs, June 1 (Hotchkiss). Van Epps re- 
ported Dickcissels from Brookings, but 
there were no records from North Dakota, 
where they have been present during the 
past three years. The Pine Siskin was 
found nesting in Minot on April 11 
(Stine), according to my information, the 
second nesting record for the state. In 
Fargo they were “unusually common” 
May 10-26 (Stevens). An Indigo Bunting 
male stayed in the shrubbery of the Lower 
Souris Refuge headquarters May 24 and 
25. 

Hotchkiss reports a Field Sparrow on 
May 14 and several times since, in the 
same locality, in the Des Lacs area. Har- 
ris's Sparrows “practically rare” at Fargo 
this spring (Stevens). They were uncom- 
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mon over most of the region, except at 
Tower City, where Preston refers to a 
“large movement of Harris’s Sparrows” 
May 17. The Song Sparrow was not noted 
this year at Fargo, and has been rare for 
years (Stevens). This is hard to under- 
stand, as it is very common in the Mouse 
River Valley.—C. J. Henry, Lower Souris 
National Wildlife Refuge, U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Upham, North Dakota. 


TEXAS COASTAL REGION 


I. The Weather. The first third of 
April was fair and cool (minimums 45° to 
60°); the middle third rainy and cool; the 

last third dry 
TEXAS 


Pe and warm 
COASTAL Houston 


eres L (minimums 57° 
gt | to 70°). The 
first week of 
May was dry 
of and hot (maxi- 
mums over 
80°); the sec- 
ond week dry and cool; the third week hot 
with scattered showers. Temperatures 
broke to a minimum of 66°, May 20, and 
continued about that minimum until the 
25th. The last days of May were very 
hot and dry. 

II. General Conditions. The drouth 
was favorable for the breeding of all but 
marsh birds. Purple and Florida Gal- 
linules, Pied-billed Grebes, and apparently 
White and White-faced Glossy Ibises had a 
much poorer season than last, but herons 
breeding near salt water, sea birds, and 
land birds did well. Doves, quail, and tur- 
key were remarkably successful. Most of 
the passerine birds were already busy with 
second broods at the end of the period. 
Though most shorebirds seemed to be less 
numerous than usual, their falling off was 
probably due to avoiding the drouthy re- 
gion. Both the Curlews as well as Marbled 
Godwits are increasing in numbers. Ex- 
tensive rice-farming, augmented by war 
requirements, made this year better than 
last for King Rails and Fulvous Tree 
Ducks, but this same rice-farming flooded 
much excellent Prairie Chicken ground, 
and the rains of mid-April caught the 
young at the worst time. Accordingly, the 
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Prairie Chicken crop was almost nil. In 
addition, rains further up the state flooded 
huge areas of the Trinity and San Jacinto 
River bottoms throughout much of April 
and May, interfering with nesting in those 
areas. 

III. Migrations. Though all the regu- 
lar transient species appeared nearly all 
species seemed less abundant than usual. 
The long stretches of good weather, in 
which the birds probably passed un- 
noticed, doubtless account for this seem- 
ing scarcity. The weather had other dis- 
tinct effects on migration. 

Species due to arrive in early April 
arrived normally in the good weather of 
that period. These included (at Galveston) 
Green Heron, April 2; Least Tern, April 
11; Eastern Kingbird, April 2; Summer 
Tanager, April 1; and (at Kemah or 
Cove) Barn Swallow, April 8; Swainson’s 
Warbler, April 8; Kentucky Warbler, April 
8; Birds due to arrive in the second ten 
days of April came through the bad 
weather as best they could, some early, 
some normal, some late. Examples are: 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Galveston, April 
12; Nighthawk, Cove, 14th; Least Fly- 
catcher, Kemah, 26th; Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, Cove, 23rd; Wood Thrush, 
Cove, 9th; Yellow Warbler, Galveston, 
18th; Golden-winged Warbler, Cove, 9th; 
Oven-bird, Cove, 23rd; Redstart, Cove, 
15th. Practically all the birds due to 
arrive the last ten days of April or early 
May arrived normally in the good weather 
of that period. Examples are: White- 
rumped Sandpiper, Galveston, May 2; Black 
Tern, Galveston, April 26; Black-billed 
Cuckoo, Galveston, April 26; Philadel- 
phia Vireo, Cove, April 21; Bay-breasted 
Warbler, Kemah, April 26; Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Galveston, April 24. 

Doubtless influenced by the drouth and 
fair weather, the ducks departed in late 
April or early May, two or three weeks 
early. Scattered individuals of all shore- 
bird species normally remain until late 
April or early May; but this year the 
Mountain Plover stayed on Galveston 
Island only to April 11; Golden Plover to 
April 2; Long-billed Curlew to April 12. 
Pipits disappeared unusually early; Cove, 
April 15. Other wintering birds and 
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transients departed normally. As usual, de- 
parture dates for Lesser Snow and Canada 
Geese (April 26 and April 28) in the 
Rockport region were about a month later 
than at Galveston Bay. 

Mrs. Hagar graphically describes a 
Broad-winged Hawk migration at Rock- 
port: “They began coming over right at 
noon April 8. From the tops of the cot- 
tages to as far as the glasses could see the 
sky was full. At about one o'clock Anhin- 
gas came with them for 20 minutes, hun- 
dreds of them. Then the hawks passed till 
dark, clouds of drifting birds. A few 
Cooper’s, Sharp-shins, and Sparrow Hawks 
were in the migration. Next morning they 
passed in groups of 30 to 50 till noon. 
With them (April 9) were three flights of 
Franklin’s Gulls, with about 500 birds in 
each.” The next day at Tivoli, near the 
Aransas Refuge, she saw a migration of 
500-600 Swainson’s Hawks. A part of the 
Broad-wing migration was observed at 
Cove and at Baytown (20 mi. southeast 
of Cove) April 9, and scattered birds ap- 
peared at Galveston and Kemah, April 11. 

IV. Nesting. In the Galveston Bay re- 
gion, L. H. Meitzen discovered nests with 
eggs or young as follows: Red-shouldered 
Hawk, 9 nests, May 3 to May 10, one 
within limits of Houston; Sennett’s White- 
tailed Hawk, May 16; Caracara, 2 nests 
May 16 and 23; Least Bittern, May 16. 

V. Unusual Occurrences. At Rockport 
a Least Grebe (ordinarily confined to Rio 
Grande Valley), May 14; and a Bobolink 
(ordinarily several hundred miles farther 
east) May 9 (Hagar).—Greorce G. WIL- 
LIAMS, The Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. 


SAN FRANCISCO REGION 


April and May continued cold with an 
excess of rain and cloudiness. It interfered 
with the normal progress of nesting, but 
luxuriant late growth of grasses and low 
plants kept green late and enabled late 
nestings to make up for many early losses. 

Water birds remain less observed than 
other groups. Brown Pelican, Point Lobos, 
present, but none breeding on May 4 
(Williams); Brandt's Cormorant, Bird 
Rock near Pacific Grove, normal numbers 


nesting on May 19, young seen, an in- 
crease over the abnormally low numbers 
in 1941 (W.); Black-bellied Plover, 12, all 
but | in bright 
plumage, at Alva- 
rado Pools, April 
11 (Mrs. Allen); 
78 Hudsonian 
Curlew, and 18 
Dowitchers, in wet 
field east of sugar 
factory near Alva- 
rado, April 11 (A); 
Black-necked Stilt, 
at Alvarado Pools, 
9 on April 11 (A); 
Northern — Phala- 
rope, 15 flocks averaging 50 individuals, a 
heavy flight, passed northward by Point 
Lobos in a half hour, May 4 (W.); For- 
ster’s Tern, 3 at Berkeley Aquatic Park, 
in different plumages, April 1 (A). 

Departures of land birds, generally were 
late. Winter Wren, Berkeley, last seen 
April 1 (Mrs. Allen); Townsend’s Solitaire, 
Strawberry Canyon, April 18 (Mrs. Kelly); 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Berkeley, decreased 
rapidly after April 1, last seen April 15 
(A.); Pipit, Berkeley Aquatic Park, abun- 
dant April 1 (A.); Cedar Waxwing, sev- 
eral in Dimond Park, Oakland, May 30 
(Seibert), Audubon’s Warbler, last seen in 
Berkeley, April 24 (A.); Golden-crowned 
Sparrow, Carmel, May 5 (Williams); San 
Francisco, 4 on May 5 (Mrs. Stephens); 
Fox Sparrow, last seen in Berkeley, April 
1, elsewhere, April 21 (A.); Lincoln’s Spar- 
row, Hastings Reservation, May 6 (Lins- 
dale). 

Arrivals of summer residents, even, were 
late, but this was not uniform for all 
species or all localities. Wood Pewee, Ben 
Lomond, April 19 (Allen); Rough-winged 
Swallow, Lake Temescal, April 21 (A.); 
Calera Canyon, Monterey County, April 
26 (Williams); Cliff Swallow, 15 near Al- 
maden, April 7, none at Carmel until 
April 15 when | was seen (W.); Russet- 
backed Thrush, 2 at Carmel, first of the 
season, April 16 (W.); Macgillivray’s War- 
bler, Berkeley, April 7 (A.). 

Nesting records include numerous spe- 
cies of special interest. Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, nest with eggs in Oakland Hills, 
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May 31 (Seibert); Cooper’s Hawk, nest 
with eggs in Leona Heights, Oakland, May 
3 (S.); Golden Eagle, young, about 6 
weeks old, in early nest in Arroyo Mocho, 
May 3 (S.); Valley Quail, nest of 16 eggs 
in garden in Walnut Creek, hatched after- 
noon of May 12 (Mrs. Hackley); Mourning 
Dove, nest with small young in Oakland 
Hills, May 31 (S.); Hairy Woodpecker, 
feeding young near Santa Cruz, May 24 
(S.); Plain Titmouse, family out of nest 
in Berkeley, May 22 (A.); Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, 2 excavating cavities in Oak- 
land Hills, April 12 (S.); Pygmy Nuthatch, 
several pairs feeding young near Santa 
Cruz, May 24 (S.); Brown Creeper, nest 
with young in Oakland Hills, May 31 (S.); 
Bewick’s Wren, Berkeley, pair building in 
box, April 6, young out of nest, May 29 
(A.); Phainopepla, nest with 2 eggs, in 
Arroyo Mocho, May 14 (A.); Audubon’s 
Warbler, male carrying food in Oakland 
Hills, May 31 (S.); Bell’s Sparrow, nests 
with eggs near Mount Hamilton, May 3 
and 10 (S.); Black-chinned Sparrow, nest 
with 4 eggs near Mount Hamilton, May 
10 (S.). 

Another lot of records pertains to spe- 
cies in extraordinary places. Band-tailed 
Pigeon, near Mount Hamilton, May 10 
(Seibert); Road-runner, 1, Arroyo Mocho, 
May 10 (S.); Burrowing Owl, 4 at Alva- 
rado and 4 at Milpitas, after heavy rains, 
April 16 to 18 (Allen); Vaux’s Swift, 
Boulder Creek, May 31 (A.); Calliope 
Hummingbird, Strawberry Canyon, May 
9 (Mrs. Kelly); California Woodpecker, 
Leona Heights, Oakland, 1 on April 12 
(S.), also Hastings Reservation, returned 
to nesting sites on April 24, after absence 
of several months (Tevis); Lewis’s Wood- 
pecker, 1, Leona Heights, May 2 (S.); 
Ash-throated Flycatcher, 1, Carmel, May 
20, infrequent on Monterey Peninsula 
(W.); Olive-sided Flycatcher, 2, Carmel, 
April 17, first of the season (Williams), 
Golden Gate Park, May 2 and 3 (Mrs. 
Stephens); Purple Martin, 3 in Arroyo 
Mocho, April 26 (S.); Chestnut-backed 
Chickadee, several near Sunol, April 26 
(Seibert); Canyon Wren, Point Lobos, 1 
on April 4 and 6, singing among the 
tumble of boulders close to high-water 
mark (W.); Robin, at Los Gatos, May 29, 


THE SEASON 


heard at Boulder Creek, May 31 (A.); 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Berkeley, April 15 
(A.); Hermit Warbler, 1 at Big Sur, April 
26 (Pitelka); Tricolored Red-wing, flock 
near Sunol, April 26 (S.); Western Tan- 
ager, Boulder Creek, April 25 (A.); Eve- 
ning Grosbeak, 2, in Oakland Hills, May 
16 (Carriger).—JEAN M. LINspALE, Museum 
of Vertebrate Zodlogy, Berkeley, Calif. 
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The extremely dry preceding period 
was followed by April rains slightly above 
normal (2.44 in. at Los Angeles), but the 
season’s rain- 
fall to May 31 
was nearly 4 
inches below 
normal. Aver- 
age tempera- 
tures, except for 
a hot spell in 
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on the 20th. 
Excessively dry conditions inland will 
probably increase mortality among nesting 
birds, especially in the mountains. 

Coast and Lowlands—Snowy Egrets very 
common along coast, greatly outnumber- 
ing the Americans (Mrs. Stultz); Avocets 
and Black-necked Stilts numerous; good 
flight of Bonaparte’s Gulls and Forster's 
Terns; first Least Terns on May 3, Bolsa 
Chica. Ring-necked Ducks wintering at 
Devil’s Gate Dam, Pasadena, left in mid- 
April, but the Red-throated Loon stayed 
at least to April 29 (Cogswell). 

Most wintering Band-tailed Pigeons left 
their favorite olive groves at Santa Barbara 
about April 8 to 10 (Rett), but several 
pairs lingered into June in oaks near Pasa- 
dena and possibly nested (C.). Late dates 
for other winter birds are: Lewis's Wood- 
pecker, May 8; Hermit Thrush, April 26; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, April 12; Gambel’s 
Sparrow, May 3—all at Pasadena (C.)—also 
6 Vesper Sparrows, May 2, near Los 
Angeles, and Golden-crowned Sparrow, 
May 25 in Modjeska Canyon (S.). 

April was best for migrants. Alternating 
clear and rainy weather brought waves of 
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small land birds on the 13th, 27th, 29th, 
and May Ist. All the commoner warblers, 
vireos, flycatchers and swallows passed in 
numbers. Vaux’s Swift, small flocks at 
Pasadena on April 21, May | and 13 (C.), 
and 200! at Santa Barbara on April 22 
(R.). Bank Swallows arrived at S.B. on 
April 4 (R.). Western Tanagers every- 
where in foothills, May 13. 

Nesting—Except for a few species most 
birds did not nest until late April and 
early May. Hooded Orioles reported less 
common and Bullock’s more so, in many 
localities, but not so in Pasadena. A sec- 
ond brood of Western Flycatchers started 
May 30 at Santa Barbara (R.). Costa's 
Hummingbird had young out of nest at 
Lakeside, May 14 (Gander). At San 
Gabriel River Sanctuary nesting birds in- 
cluded: Green Heron, Tree Swallow, Crow, 
Traill’s Flycatcher, Russet-backed Thrush, 
Chat, Willow and Lawrence’s Goldfinches 
and Cardinal (one had 2nd nest with 2 
eggs on June 14). A pair of Red-bellied 
Hawks always present and probably bred 
—also noted in Santa Clara River Valley 
along with White-tailed Kites (Griffith). 
Ash-throated Flycatcher, W. Wood Pewee, 
Warbling Vireo, Lazuli Bunting, and all 
three Goldfinches nesting at Tapia Park 
in Santa Monica Mountains (Stultz). Least 
Vireo and Blue Grosbeak in Modjeska 
Canyon (Daugherty); the Grosbeak also 
near Palomar Mountain (Gander) and 
Ventura (Griffith). 

Desert Areas—Mr. Harwell’s Audubon 
Wildlife Tours continuing into April, 
listed 171 species in the Salton Sea region. 
The rare Bendire’s Thrasher was in song 
on April 19. Gila Woodpeckers started 
ests in late April, Vermilion Flycatchers 
ii May. A Prairie Falcon’s nest, discov- 
ered in the Joshua Tree National Monu- 
ment on April 5, had downy young in 
early June. At the Sea, the nesting Gull- 


billed Terns arrived April 12. Tree-nest- 
ing Treganza’s Herons had young out of 
nest in early June, but White-faced Glossy 
Ibises and Snowy Egrets, delayed nesting 
probably because tules were burned in 
April. 

Notable migration records: Swainson’s 
Hawk, few on April 4, 15 and 22 (also 
flocks of 50 at Pasadena on April 6 and 
13); Ferruginous Rough-leg, 1 on April 
21; Pigeon Hawk, 2 on April 4. Stragglers 
of most ducks remained through April. A 
late flight of Snow Geese, 10 over Thermal 
on April 20; the last of the Cranes April 
15 (8 Little Brown and 1 Sandhill). One 
Black Tern, April 18 and 20. East of 
Indio, Arthur Skopec reports Pileolated 
Warblers common April 19. Green-tailed 
Towhees regular from April 19 to May 29 
(1 also at Lakeside, April 12—Gander). 

High Mountain Areas—Many ducks, in- 
cluding 500 Canvasbacks, at Baldwin and 
Big Bear Lakes on April 19 (Cogswell, 
Murdock) had all gone by late May 
(Daugherty), except for a few breeding 
pairs of Cinnamon Teal, Ruddies, and 
Pintail (1 nest with 9 eggs). Eared Grebes 
were common, courting in May. Many 
pairs of Yellow-headed Blackbirds building 
nests in tules at Baldwin Lake, Horned 
Larks and Killdeer on open shores. Savan- 
nah Sparrows still present on May 31. 

Pygmy Nuthatches were common, White- 
breasted uncommon, and Red-breasted 
almost entirely absent in both Bear Valley 
and Charlton Flat areas. In the latter area 
Mountain Quail were particularly abun- 
dant on May 9 and 17 (Stultz, Cogswell). 
Pacific Nighthawks common along desert 
crest near Baldwin Lake, late Mav. Great- 
est rarity, Gray Vireo—April 19 (C., M.), 
Cactus Flat; 3 singing males, evidently 
nesting, at same locality in late May (D.). 
—Howarp L. Cocswett, 3807 
Grande St., Pasadena, Calif. 


Sierra 


A summary of all of the foregoing reports appears in this issue of AUDUBON MaGa- 
ZINE under the title of ‘The Changing Seasons’ by Ludlow Griscom. 
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